
John 2 
The Wedding at Cana 
John 2:1-12  On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and 

the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus also was invited to the wedding 

with his disciples. When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to 

him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does 

this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to 

the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or 

thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 

And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. When 

the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from 

(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom and 

said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor 

wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in 

Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 

After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his disciples, and they 

stayed there for a few days. 

 

 This happened immediately after appearing with John and selecting apostles 

 Mary appears to be the primary invitee although Jesus, etc. was also invited 

 Running out of wine was a huge faux pas 

 This was the first miracle witnessed 

 Mary is a significant player in the gospel story 

 Why did only John record this event? 

 

John 19:26-27 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to 

his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And 

from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

 

Wine – Was it really just grape juice? 

Pro 

 The Greek word for wine, oinos, can mean either (oenology is the study of wine) 

 The Bible frequently cautions against drunkenness 

 Fresh unfermented wine is sweeter 

 Jesus would not have promoted a sin 

Con 

 Oinos is often used for alcoholic wine 

 

Ephesians 5:18  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery 

 

 It is implied that Jesus drank wine and it is not a sin 

 

Matthew 11:19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners! 

 



1 Timothy 3:8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not 

greedy for dishonest gain.  

 

 It had to be approved by the master of the feast (sommelier) 

 

Does it matter?  Whether it was alcoholic or not does not illuminate the status of social drinking for 

Christians.  But, it does reflect on what Jesus actually did.  It would indeed be a miracle to change 

water into grape juice.  However, the miracle would have been greater to have turned it into wine 

because it requires that one thing not readily available – time. 

 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
John 2: 13-22  The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 

found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And 

making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured 

out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold the 

pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” His disciples 

remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered 

them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-

six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the 

temple of his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 

said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 

Reasons that this does not follow the timeline 

 Recorded by the other three gospels as happening during the passion week. 

 Occurred right before Passover, as in the passion week. 

 This occurred in Jerusalem, a considerable distance from Cana 

 Jesus appears to already have the respect of the Jews 

 Ordinary people remember this event at the crucifixion 

 

Matthew 27:39-40 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who 

would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come 

down from the cross.”  

 

 Jesus appears to look upon the same Jews as betrayers because of the last verse in John 2 

 

Jesus Knows What Is in Man 
John 2:23-25  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when 

they saw the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he 

knew all people and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man. 
 


